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implementation of design elements and principles, and ensure their appreciation of the impact 
that dress has on the world.  
 
The proposed minor in Apparel and Fashion Studies is within the statutory mission of South 
Dakota State University as provided in SDCL 13-58-1: Designated as South Dakota’s land grant 
university, South Dakota State University, formerly the state college of agriculture and 
mechanical arts, shall be under the control of the Board of Regents and shall provide 
undergraduate and graduate programs of instruction in the liberal arts and sciences and 
professional education in agriculture, education, engineering, home economics, nursing, and 
pharmacy, and other courses or programs as the Board of Regents may determine.  
 
SDSU does not intend to request new state resources. 

 
3. What is the nature/purpose of the proposed minor? 

 
The apparel and fashion industry is a broad industry with interconnected areas of expertise, 
ranging from design and product development, to sourcing and procurement, retail management, 
and marketing. Each area performs an important role in the value chain that delivers the right 
product to the right consumer at the right time. While all areas require creativity, problem 
solving skills, and innovative risk taking ability, careers in this field can be grouped according to 
their focus on the creative aspect or analytical component of the fashion process: 
• Careers that require solid understanding of the apparel product, visual merchandising skills, 

and the aesthetic value component of the fashion industry, and   
• Careers that focus on the analytical and operational strategies of retailing. 
 
The nature and purpose of this minor is to allow students in other majors who may be interested in 
apparel and fashion studies to explore those options and earn a minor in the field. The Apparel and 
Fashion Studies minor will provide students with basic information to supplement their major. 
The minor combines elements from across the Apparel Merchandising program, including 
studies in design that are both fulfilling and appeal to students’ talents and interests. It is not the 
intention of the minor that students become professional designers, but rather to provide a basic 
set of skills and knowledge that can be employed when working with both fashion designers and 
non-designers. The courses for the minor will develop the students’ knowledge of apparel 
products and fashion brands, foster their aesthetic awareness, and hone their visual 
merchandising skills. Certain courses in the minor should also develop in students a critical and 
historical understanding of fashion and material culture so that students will be better able to 
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5. Describe the workforce demand for graduates in related fields, including national 
demand and demand within South Dakota. Provide data and examples; data sources may 
include but are not limited to the South Dakota Department of Labor, the US Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, Regental system dashboards, etc. 

 
Workforce demand for graduates with an understanding of the complexities of the global fashion 
industry is present in a wide variety of areas including museums and art galleries, which feature 
displays of apparel and textiles from across the globe and across history, as well as extensive 
archives of apparel/textiles. For example, SDSU and the South Dakota Art Museum have 

https://www.bls.gov/ooh/management/advertising-promotions-and-marketing-managers.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/management/advertising-promotions-and-marketing-managers.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/education-training-and-library/curators-museum-technicians-and-conservators.htmtps:/www.bls.gov/ooh/education-training-and-library/curators-museum-technicians-and-conservators.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/education-training-and-library/curators-museum-technicians-and-conservators.htmtps:/www.bls.gov/ooh/education-training-and-library/curators-museum-technicians-and-conservators.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/arts-and-design/art-directors.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/management/sales-managers.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/media-and-communication/writers-and-authors.htm
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studies to take coursework to equip them with additional knowledge and skills to complement 
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B. Required Courses in the Minor  
 

Prefix  Number Course Title 
Credit 
Hours 

New 
(yes, no) 

AM 172 Introduction to Apparel Merchandising 2 No 
AM 231-231L Ready-to-Wear Analysis and Lab 3 No 
AM 242-242L Textiles and Lab 3 No 
AM 274-274L Fashion and Promotion and Lab 3 No 

  Subtotal 11  
 
9. Elective Courses in the Minor : List courses available as electives in the program. Indicate 

any proposed new courses added specifically for the minor. 
 
Students must complete at least 7 credits from the following: 

Prefix Number Course Title 
Credit 
Hours 

New 
(yes, no) 

AM 253 Socio-Psychological Aspects of Dress 3 No 
AM  282 Customer Service 3 No 
AM 315-315L Apparel Design and Lab 3 No 
AM 352 History of Dress in the Western World 3 No 
AM  361-361L Aesthetics and Lab 3 No 
AM 372-372L Trending and Buying and Lab 3 No 
AM 381 Professional Behavior at Work 3 No 
AM 462 Retail Management 3 No 
AM  472-472L Merchandising and Lab 3 No 
AM 473-473L Global Sourcing and Lab 3 No 
AM 477 Current Issues in the Workplace 1 No 
AM 491 Independent Study 1 No 

 
10. What are the learning outcomes expected for all students who complete the minor? How 

will students achieve these outcomes? 
 

Students who complete the requirements for the Apparel and Fashion Studies minor will:  
• Demonstrate factual knowledge of terminology, methods and classifications related to the 

fashion process and industry, the role of fashion in society, and professional practices in the 
global workforce.  

• Apply design principles in order to design and evaluate store layout, window displays, and 
wall presentation strategies.  

• Identify fibers, yarns, and fabrics and relate fiber properties to their performance and care 
requirements.  

• Evaluate product quality and serviceability and illustrate the relationships among costs, 
costing, and profit for garments, and will appreciate how aesthetics add value to the apparel 
product and our surroundings. 

The attached curriculum map (Appendix A) shows where students achieve these outcomes in the 
curriculum. 
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11. What instructional approaches and technologies will instructors use to teach courses in 
the minor? This refers to the instructional technologies and approaches used to teach courses 
and NOT the technology applications and approaches expected of students. 
 

Standard instructional approaches will be used. Instructional methods and technologies include a 
variety of instructional methods, such as lectures, small group discussions, research papers, 
assignments, lab activities, guest speakers, and field trips (when applicable). 

 
12. Delivery Location6 

 
A. Complete the following charts to indicate if the university seeks authorization to 

deliver the entire program on campus, at any off campus location (e.g., UC Sioux 
Falls, Capital University Center, Black Hills State University-Rapid City, etc.) or 

https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/5_Guidelines/5_5_Guideline.pdf
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operations and maintenance, facilities, etc., needed to implement the proposed minor. 
Address off-campus or distance delivery separately.  

 
All courses are currently being taught.  SDSU does not require any additional resources to offer 
this minor. 

 
15. New Course Approval: New courses required to implement the new minor may receive 

approval in conjunction with program approval or receive approval separately. Please 
check the appropriate statement (
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Appendix A 
Apparel and Fashion Studies Minor – Student Learning Outcomes  
 

 Program Courses that Address the Outcomes 
 Required Coursework Electives 
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