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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

New Specialization 
  

 

UNIVERSITY: SDSU 

TITLE OF PROPOSED SPECIALIZATION: Industry Relations 

NAME OF DEGREE PROGRAM IN WHICH 

SPECIALIZATION IS OFFERED: 

Animal Science (B.S.) 

INTENDED DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION: 2021-2022 Academic Year 

PROPOSED CIP CODE: 01.0901 

UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT: Animal Science  

BANNER DEPARTMENT CODE: SANS 

UNIVERSITY DIVISION: Agriculture, Food & Environmental 

Sciences 

BANNER DIVISION CODE: 3F 
 

☒Please check this box to confirm that: 

¶ The individual preparing this request has read AAC Guideline 2.6, which pertains to new 

specialization requests, and that this request meets the requirements outlined in the guidelines.  

¶ This request will not be posted to the university website for review of the Academic Affairs 

Committee until it is approved by the Executive Director and Chief Academic Officer. 

 

University Approval 

To the Board of Regents and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this proposal, that 

I believe it to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university 

policy. 

 

  2/24/2021 

Institutional Approval Signature 

President or Chief Academic Officer of the University 

  Doctoral ☐ 

 

2. What is the nature/purpose of the proposed specialization? Please include a brief (1-2 

sentence) description of the academic field in this specialization. 

 

South Dakota State University (SDSU) requests authorization to offer an Industry Relations 

Specialization in the B.S. of Animal Science. The purpose of the Industry Relations 

specialization is to provide Animal Science majors with enhanced communications and public 

relations skills and is directed toward a growing career field of public relations or 

communications specialists within the livestock industry.  These positions have a strong focus 

on developing relationships between and among livestock producers, allied industry and 

consumers.   

 

The University does not request new state resources. 

https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/2_Guidelines/2_6_Guideline.pdf
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3. Provide a justification for the specialization, including the potential benefits to students 

and potential workforce demand for those who graduate with the credential.  

 

Livestock production contributes significantly to the South Dakota economy, through livestock 

sales and value-added activities. Livestock and poultry sales totaled over $4.55 billion in 2017.  

Value-added activities associated with input manufacturing and food processing contributed 

another $5.8 billion and 75,516 jobs.  Furthermore, South Dakota is ranked in the top 15 states 

in the nation for beef cows (#5), cattle and calf sales (#7), other animals sales (#7), bison (#1), 

sheep, goat and wool sales (#8) and hog and pig sales (#12).1  Research by the Center for Food 

Integrity indicates farmers, ranchers and food companies, along with federal regulatory 

agencies are held responsible by consumers for ensuring the health and safety of food, but not 

all are trusted to get that job done. To ensure continued economic growth of livestock and 

value-added industries in South Dakota and the United States, increased communication and 

consumer engagement is needed.  Building trust with consumers requires communication, 

which provides greater transparency.2 

  

Graduates of the proposed specialization will span the disciplines and occupations of 

agricultural and food scientists3 and public relations specialists4.  According to the US Bureau 

of Labor, average median pay for 

https://sdda.sd.gov/office-of-the-secretary/Photos-Publications/2019_FinalSD_AECS.pdf
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/life-physical-and-social-science/agricultural-and-food-scientists.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/media-and-communication/public-relations-specialists.htm
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/bitstream/handle/10822/559309/whatsitworth-complete.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/bitstream/handle/10822/559309/whatsitworth-complete.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://datausa.io/profile/soc/food-processing-workers-all-other#demographics
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communication will enhance productivity across all segments of these industries.  This 

specialization will provide the strong science foundation currently provided by the Animal 

Science curriculum, along with an emphasis on written and oral communication skills, 

leadership, intercultural communication, and public relations.  The University expects the 

demand for graduates to be high for communications/public relations specialists and 

management trainees in breed and industry associations (e.g., American Angus Association, 

National Pork Producers Council), livestock production and service organizations (e.g., 

Pipestone System, Christensen Farms, Waqpons/pth0(s)9(2(ns)9(/)8(pt
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University Center, Black Hills State University-Rapid City, etc.) or deliver the entire 

specialization through distance technology (e.g., as an on-line program)? 

 

 Yes/No Intended Start Date 

On campus Yes 2021-2022 Academic Year  

 

 Yes/No If Yes, list location(s) Intended Start Date 

Off campus No    

 

 Yes/No If Yes, identify delivery methods 
Delivery methods are defined in AAC 

Guideline 5.5. 

Intended Start Date 

https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/5_Guidelines/5_5_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/5_Guidelines/5_5_Guideline.pdf

